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HAT the Thanks of his Hos q 
given to Dr. John Hoadly, for th 
Sermon * him Preached before this Hl 
Tefterday, at St. Margaret's Weſtminſter 
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Now all theſe I hing, happen'd unto 
them for Euſamples: and they arc 
vyitten for our Admonition, upon 

whom the Ends of the World are 


come, 


I E are met together here 
da this Day before God, 
to acknowledge that his 
Judgments were juſt, 
and that they were the 
| crying Sins of this Na- 
tion which brought them down upon 
it; and to confeſs our own Sins; that 
by canfeſſing and forſaking them, we 
may have Mercy, and prevent the like 
Judgments from falling upon our ſelves. 
And the Remembrancg and Acknowlede- 
| mont 
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ment of che former, is tlie ſtrongeſt Ar. 
gument poſſible for rhe latter. This I 
ſhall endeayour to ſhow from theſe Words 
of the Apoſtle; which are as proper-an 
Application to us, as they were to the 
Jews. For as the Sins of their Fathers 
in the Wilderneſs, and God's puniſhing 
of them, were Enſamples and Admoniti- 
ons to the Ages 10 came after : $9 
the former Judgments which have been 
inflicted on this Nation for its Sins, are 
Enſamples and Admonitions \ to all the 
ſucceeding Generations of it. 

I am very ſenſible, that this . proper 
Uſe of this Faſt hath by the Wicked. 
neſs of Men been ſo inverted, that...it 
hath encreas d rather than reformed our 
Sins : and that inſtead of a Day of Hu- 
miliation, it hath been a Day of Pride 
and Contention. A Preacher ſtands as 
a Butt for the Archers, as a Mark for 
thoſe Arrows of the Wicked, even bitten 
Words. It is a Grief and a Shame that 
we ſhould come. into the Houſe of God, 
with an Appearance of Trembling beforc 
him, and being afraid of his Judgments; 
and bring with us a Hearr, not full of 
that 


- 
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chat Wiſdom, which is peaceable, and gen- 
tle, and without Partiality ; but charg' d 
with the Reſentmenr of Party Politicks, 
which renders us not very well diſpoſed 
wo pray with that Charity, which is ne- 
ceſſary to our being forgiven, or to hear 
with that Candour that is neceſſary to 
our being edified. But if it will be ſo; 
and a Man muſt bear Reproach, abd 


fall on him for the ſake of Moderation 


bis neceſſary Misfortune. 

Without any Regard to this then, I 
ſhall, as the Apoſtle here lays before thoſe 
to whom he is wtiting, the Sins of the 
Iraclites, and the Puniſhments that fol- 


low d them, and makes them a Caution 
and Admonition to them, 


J. Ly before you thoſe Sins which 
were the immediate Cauſe of the 
Wickedneſs of this Day. 

II. Repreſent to you thoſe Judgments 
of God which fell upon the Nation 


iQ And 


III. Show 


Obloquy; he would pray that it may 


and Peace, and be not his Crime, but 


as the natural Conſequence of them. 
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III. Show you liow theſe things were 
Enſamples to us: and are Admoniti- 
ous to beware of the like Sins. 


I. And Firſt, I ſhall lay before you 
thoſe Sins which were the more imme. 
diate Cauſe of God's Judgmenrs on this 
Nation. I do not now ſpeak of thoſe 
Sins, which reigned among us, as the 
Eſtects of long Peace, and Plenty, and 
bad Example; which had their Share alſo 
in corrupting. Mens Minds, and prepa— 
ring them for Change, and Confuſion, 
and deſpgrate Enterprizes, as well as in 
plucking down the Vengeance of God: 
but of thoſe, that more immediately 
produc'd thoſe Confuſions, and were the 
Inſtruments of God to puniſh themſelves. 
And theſe, I ſuppoſe, no Body expects! 
ſhould lay to one Sort or Party of Men: 
but allow to all their Share of Shame. 
The great Hiſtorian of this Day, who 
cannot be ſuſpected of Partiality on one 
Side, gives me leave to ſay ſeveter 
Things on both, than I fhall give my 
ſelf to lay on cither, 


1. And 
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1. And Firſt, for the Groundwork of 

e all Contention, Solomon hath taught, us 
chat it is. Ir of Pride only that Con- 
tention cometh, but with the Well-adviſed 

is Wiſdom. It is that that makes Men 

u beadſtrong and raſh, and will nor ſuf- 
e. er them to think calmly with them- 
* Wlves, or adviſe impartially with others; 


e but expects to be ſubmitted to in all 


e miags, and endeavours to cruſh thoſe that 
will not ſubmit to it. It is hat that en- 


ſo rapes Princes, or thoſe that govern them, 
„o declare War on the ſlighteſt Provo- 
"; eations or Pretences : that carries them 
d oppreſs their Subjects in their Natu- 


nl Properties, or Legal Rights: that 
19 Ness them upon reducing all Mens Opi- 
tions and Conſciences to an Agreement 


” rich their Tmpoſitions. It is that that 
makes Subjects diſcontented in the Sta- 
n ton in which God hath placed them; 
ne. 


that fills them with Reſentment upon 
very Injury or Diſappointment : that 
tempts them to be ungrateful for what 
they have received, if they are deny'd 
al they think they have deſerved : that 


makes them falſe and unfaithful' on the 
B Pro- 
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Proſpect of Advantage; and obſtinae i 
to add Sin to Sin, leſt they ſhould feen ether 
to have been in the Wrong. From this ſa 
great Root proceeded all thoſe leſſer erte 
ones, which brought forth ſuch bitte: Man 
Fit. Fog, ere 

2. The firſt apparent and viſible Cauſe r ” 
of great Diſcontent in the Nation, was uf 
entring into two expenſive Wars, upon io! 
the Humour and Paſſion of a Favourite; L. 
who thought his own private Reſent. be 
ments worth being gratify'd at the pub. 
lick Coſt. This made his Authority ſo . 
odious, that he was oblig'd to make i 
more ſo, by cxerting it to the Diſſolu- 
tion of Two Parliaments ; as his Succel. 
{or did his by che Diſſolution of a Third: 
with an unacceptable Proclamation, tht 
made honeſt Men fear there was no more 
uſe to be made of thoſe Aſſemblies, that 
are a juſt Curb upon the Government of 
their Fellow Subjects. 

3. And to increaſe this Jealouſy, the 
Subſidies they had only voted were raiſcd 
upon the People; and the want of Mo- ade 
ney, the great Neceſſity that is ſure to Nur 
call them together, provided againſt by he « 

other Nut 
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other Methods, ſtrange and unuſual; not 
to ſay illegal. This Oppreſſion was ſup- 
ported by an Authority, exercisd in a 
Manner ſuitable to its Deſign ; they who 
xercisd it, ſays the Hiſtorian, holding 
ir honourable that which pleaſed, and for 
uf that which profited : And their De- 
ions and Powers were declar'd good 
n Law, and adjudg'd in a Court of Law 
to be ſo, pon ſuch Grounds and Reaſons as 
every Stander-by was able to ſwear was not 
Ab. 

4 To theſe in the next Place, that, 
hich is the greateſt Encroachment on 


lu- 
1 Liberty poſlible, was added ; the reſtrain- 
** 1g of that, which ought to he the moſt 


ee and voluntary thing in the World, 
onſcience and Religion. An exact 
Outward Uniformity in all the Modes 
nd Ceremonies of Worſhip was requi- 
ed; New Ceremonies were impoſed ; 
The Foreign Churches, that had till then 
moy'd their own Method, were call'd 
nder the ſame Yoke ; and all Endea— 
ours were us d to bring the Church of 


to 
by Wie other Kingdom of Scotland into this 
ner ity ; as if the Life and Soul of Reli- 


D 2 gion, 
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gion, and the Bond of Perfectneſs, had 
conſiſted in this external Similirude. This 
is a Hardſhip which nothing but Force 
can make Men quiet under; and their 
being quiet under it is ſo far from ſhoy, 
ing that it hath its deſign'd Effect, (ex. 
cept all the Effect deſign'd by it be the 
Appearance of Religion,) that it only 
ſhows that Terror will make Men diſſem 
ble that, which will break out with more 
Violence when the Terror is remove 
And then whatever they do, ſhall be in; 
puted to a Spirit of Innovation; tho it 
ariſe truly from a natural Remorſe an 
Reſentment, at having been over-aw'd by 
the Fear of Men, There is nothing,! 
think, plainer in the Rules of Civil & 
ciety, than that no Man is to be abridgd 
of his Rights in it, but for thoſe thing 
which immediately affect its Security 
And there is nothing plainer in thi 
Goſpel, than that Sincerity and god! 
Simplicity is our proper Rejoycing be 
fore our Judge; and that our Union t: 
Chriſt our Head, and to one another 
conſiſts in an Union of Faith and Love 
and not in an Qutward Conformity 0 

Wor 
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had fl Worſhip. So that to compel Men to this 
his Outward Conformity, either by ufing 
Nel chem as Schiſmaticks from the Body of 
heir Chriſt, or as unfit and dangerous Mem- 
bers of the Civil Society, is not juſt eicher 

in Politicks or Chriſtianity. I am free 

to ſpeak thus of this Matter, becauſe all 
Churches are apt ro be faulty in it, and 

ll Parties apt to make Advantage of their 
Uncharitableneſs to one another, and to 
confine the Favours that are in their 
Power, to their own Sect. Men that 
have had ill Deſigns, have ever made uſe 

of theſe Prejudices to play their common 
Enemies at one another ; and each Side 
have been roo glad to catch at thoſe 
Opportunities of deſtroying the other, 
tho it hath been to their own Ruine. 
Thoſe of Scotland, who received the 
Propoſals from Exgland, of bringing them 

to an Uniformiry with us, after the moſt 
outrageous manner in the World; as ſoon 

as ever it came to their Turn to have En- 

n ti couragement and Power, ſent a Petition, 
theiſ out of a tender Compaſſion for the Wel- 
ove fare of our Church, to have it reduc'd 
y ON do an Uniformity in Religion with theirs, 
Wor And 
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And the King's *Anſwer to that Petition 
is excellently Wiſe and Chriſtian. Fr 
Unity in Religion, ſays he, which is deffred; 
we cannot but anſwer, that we much af pre- 
hend, leſt the Papiſts may make ſome Al. 
vantage of that Expreſſion ; ly continuing 
that Scandal with more Autbority, which 
they have ever heretofore uſed to caſt upon 
the Reformation, by interpreting all the 
Differences in Ceremony, Government, or in. 
different Opinions between ſeveral Prote- 
flant Churches, to be Differences in Religj- 
on; and leſt our Good Subjects of England, 
who have ever eſteem d themſelves of the 
fame Religion with you, ſhould ſuſpet them- 
ſelves to be eſteemd by you to be of a con- 
trary. Words which as well ſuit Diffe- 
rences in Opinion and Ceremony in the 
ſame Proteſtant Church; Words which 
ſhould have been thought of before on 
our Side; and which ought now ever to 
be remember'd. 

This was the State of our Government, 
when after Twelve Years Intermiſſion 
(neceſſary while ſuch Things were do- 
ing} a Parliament was called, which as 
wie and moderate as it was, could not 


but 


an e 
litio 
to tl 
that 
who 
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but take ſharp Notice of the Oppreſſions 
n chat had been practis d under Colour of 
Law; of the Breaches that had been made 


4; in the Liberty of the Subject; of the in- 


e. ¶ upportable Encroachments of the Eccle- 
4. ¶ caſtical Courts; and of the Inſolence and 
* MGrowth of Popery; and could not but 
h be very unhappily diſſolved for it. 
It often comes in the Way of the Hi- 
ſtorian, and of all that read him, to com- 
* plain and grieve that the King, who had 
n excellent Judgment, and good Diſpo- 
ſtions of his own, ſhould give them up 
tothe Fears, and rhe Deſigns of others: 
that He, who was but too ſteady to thoſe 
who had not got into him, ſhould be ſo 
aly to ſome one whom He eſteem'd and 
lord; and whoſe Ambition, or Haughti- 
nels, or Paſſion, or Zeal, made them 
rery unfit for that Confidence. It was 
om hence thoſe Occaſions, were given 
or the Crimes of others to exert them- 
ſelves to that degree, that the King's 
dyn Wiſdom and Goodneſs might have 
prevented, _ | 
With this new Weight another Parlia- 
nent was called; and what could be ex- 
pected 
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pected but Violence and Contention 
from it? It was impoſſible even for the 
beſt Men among them not to reſolve to 
put a ſure Guard upon thoſe Liberties, 
which were too precious to be made the 
Sport of Ambition and Zeal ; and it was 
very pollible for the worſt to improye 
this Reſolvedneſs to thoſe Ends they had 
in View, and carry Mens Paſſions to the 


other Extreme. The firſt they all conſpird 


in with great Unanimity ; to vindicate ths 
Old Engliſh Conſtitution, and to ſettle i 
our of the Reach of Civil or Spiritual Op. 
preſſion ; and this they ſeem'd effeQually 
to have done, by the King's gracious con- 
ſenting to thoſe Acts that deſtroy'd every 
Inſtrument of it; Acts that are everlaſt- 
ing Monuments of his Afﬀetion to his Pei. 
ple, and ſuch an Obligation of Repoſe and 
Truſt in the Hearts of his Subjefs, that 
no Expreſions of Duty, or Piety, or Conf. 
dence from them, could have been more that 
a ſufficient Return on their Parts. 

But I do not know how, whether feign- 
ed or real ; but, either from their own 
groundleſs Fears, or farther Deſigns ; ot 


from their Obſervation of what had been 
done 


the Houſe of Commons. 


"the one againſt all former Repreſentations; 
e to Mor from what they had ſuffer'd before for 
their Freedom in Parliament; or from ſome 


8 
* Diſcovery of what was intended to be 
was done; they had, God knows how, con- 
ore ceired ſuch a deep Jealouſy of rhe Court, 
hag tat they would not truſt it with the 
the Power of breaking through theſe Secu- 
ira MM ccies, but went on to weaken and ſe- 
the Mace it co their own Will. And it was 
edis Fear and Jealouſy, and want of Con- 
Jp, fidence, that with their own Crimes car- 
ly 17d Things to that Extremity that we 


deplore. Their own Crimes, I ſay ; for 


on. 

ery MW the Faults of the Government were 
. navy, ſo were thoſe on the other fide 
9% 10 leſs, either in Number or Weight. 


5. There was the Ambition of their 
Leaders, who at firſt ſeem'd to have de- 
M. Ln d no greater Things for themſelves, 
bar than to be poſſeſs d of rhe beſt Places in 

that Government which they ſo inveigh'd 
zu- 2gainſt; and had mark d out and fix'd 
wa | their Lots. Tis this Vice that can make 
or Men court, and follow, and applaud ; or 
en murmur, and complain, and repreſent : 
ne That can uſe contrary Means, and car- 


* ry 
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ry different Appearances to rhe ſame 
End. And if the Cure they thus greed 
ly defired had been apply'd to their Un 
eaſineſs, it might have healed them, it 
likely, of their publick Spirit, and Ze 
for theit Country; and have had as goa 
an Fftect in reducing them to a Hear. 
neſs in the Service of the King, as it had 
upon thofe, who had been as loud jy 
their Complaints, and as ſevere in their 
Accuſations, as any of them all. But a; 
this Way of gratifying them was not tu. 
ken, they choſe to make a Way for them 
ſelves: and carry'd on the Method ofit 
with ſo ſtrong a Hand, that the King him. 
{elf was made the Sacrifice, and thoſe, who 
had on other Reaſons gone too far with 
chem, and given them a Power they 
could not controul, the Triumph of theit 
Ambition. To this was added, 

2. Reſentment, a ſtrong Deſire of Re- 
venge. Their own Reſentment to {pur 
on their Ambition; and the Reſentment 
of others to be manag d to their Ends 
And indeed as there had been occaſion e- 
nough given for this; ſo there was more 
than enough of it to anſwer the Occaſion. 

- Every 
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tety Man who had felt che Severity of 
ho Government, or had not taſted its 
outs, or not to that degree, and in 
hat Particular he deſired, thought him- 
Mfinjured ; and was to ſhew how much 
e deſerv'd to be regarded by the Mil: 
licf he was able ro do. And thoſe who 
d no Deſigns of bringing Matters to 
xtremity, were by this Paſſion led to do 
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ſe of to give a Power to Others, that 
ere reſolved to exerciſe it to the utmoſt. 
ud to join With this Ambition and Re- 
ment there was, 

3. A great deal of Baſeneſs and 101 
atitude, which aroſe either from the 
mer, an unjuſt Reſentment; or from 
opes of greater Advantage; or from 
natural Wickedneſs of Spirit. And 
is is a Vice, that, becauls it is apt to 
ar that ir cannot be forgiven, is for 
ut Reaſon deſperate, and never to be 
roughr to forgive: and will give in to 
ny Wickedneſs, and join it ſelf to any 
age 0! that will protect it, and make it ſe- 
„re. The Reaſons that made ſome un- 


55 : aeful, made orhers, 
g C 2 4. Falſe 
ſion | 


Things they could not recall, and made 
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4. Falſe and Unfaithful. This is ;M m 
Vice indeed, that Courts roo naturally iſ n 
breed, by the Encouragement they gie w 
to it; and the ſame Methods that they h 
try to diſcover the Deſigns, and knoyM V 
the Thoughts and Words of others, will t. 
be found effectual to betray their ond 
And there was ſo much of this in this tc 
wicked Time, that there was nothing ſv jc 
ſecret but what could be enter d into, tl 
nothing ſo inviolable but what was laid 
open. And, w 

5. Add in the laſt Place equal to a b. 
That ſad Diſunion and Jealouſy ; tho at 


Diviſions and Supplantings that were 
mong the King's own Friends; who il m 
valucd their own Strength and Depen fi 
ance above his Service and Intereſt ; a w 
were for fixing their own Authority, , C 
ꝛaking it neceſſary in him, rather thay ft 
for eſtabliſhing His by the Wiſdom ant 
Force of their united Counſel. This ther 
is everlaſting Reaſon to complain of, un 
only when a preſent Succeſs had raisi 
their Spirits, and made them hope gre 
Things: Bur even in the midſt of ti: 
greateſt Difficulties, and when the con 
. 
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mon Enemy was maſtering them all, and 
making any Intereſt that they mighr have 
with their Maſter of no uſe, when he 
himſelf was to be of none; they were 
with Zeal endcayouring to gain the emp- 
ty Name of Power, by undermining and 
deſtroying one another. Such an infatua- 
ted Pride had poſſeſs d them, when their 
joint Strength and Concurrence was leſs 
than was neceſſary. _ 

To all theſe we may add, thoſe things 
which I don't know whether I may call 
by the hard Name of Crimes, but which 
are certainly great Faults and Weaknefles ; 
and which, as they are the proper Inſtru- 
ments of other Mens Activity and De- 
ſign, often produce as bad Effects as the 
worſt of Crimes; and without which thoſe 
Crimes cannot have that Power and In- 
fluence. I mean, a Lazineſs and Indif- 
rence in attending and purſuing thoſe 
things which we count juſt and honeſt ; 
which ought to be the leſs indulged where 
the Oppoſition is ſtrong and violent : An 
Eaſineſs in being led by the Authority of 
others, ſometimes againſt, often without 
our own Judgments ; and a falſe Honour 

oi 
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of adhering to what we have once yn. 
dertaken, and to Men we have once been 
engag'd with, leſt we ſhould ſeem to hays Non! 
been miſtaken or inconſtant; and a weak fou 
Perſuaſion, that we may ſuffer things to fire 
go on to that State as will naturally Ning 
mend it ſelf, till we are engag' d in Adi. Ming 
ons we at a diſtance abhorr'd, and in Mic! 
Perplexities we cannot deliver our ſelye; {Mon 
from. Theſe Faults were the Under. N 
workers in our Troubles. That great 
Majority that there was of good Men in 
the Parliament, ſuffer d themſelves to be 
out-done by the Vigilance of a Few; 
ſome declining the Warmth of che Ser. 
vice; ſome following till they were led 
our of the Way they thought they had 
been in: ſome going on, becauſe what 
was next ſeem d but an caſy Conſequence 
of whar they had done before; and many 
thinking that every Motion was to be 
the laſt, and that one vigorous Puſh 
would bring Aſtairs to a good and happy 
Concluſion. 


II. And now laying all theſe things to- 
gether, how could God bur be avenged 
ON 
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cen | 3 | 3 
ave Mon ſuch a Nation as this? Not by over- 
eak Mfowing them with a Deluge, or raining 


fire and Brimſtone on them, or by ſend- 
ng a Plague among them; but by leav- 
ing them to the natural Conſequences of 
theſe Paſſions, raisd by theſe Provoca- 
ons. How could ſuch a Houſe or ſuch a 
Kingdom ſtand 2 Its Fall indeed was the 
Wickedneſs of Men, but the righteous 
Judgment of God. That Authority, which 
had been rais d co an exorbitant Height, 
was laid in the Duſt, and renderd Vile, 
o be trodden upon by the Meaneſt of the 


led Neople: Thoſe who called themſelves 
ad is and Maſters, in the Senſe that 
at Nr Saviour forbids, had that Sentence 
ice ich he pronounces againſt ſuch, exe- 
ny uted ſadly upon them: Ve that exalt- 
be . him/elf ſpal be abaſed The Law 


ad a ſevere Revenge upon thoſe that had 
crverted it, and it ſelf was remov'd for 
he Abuſe of it: The Baſe and the Un- 
rateful were in their own way reward- 
d; and the Falſe and Unfaithful were 
racherouſly dealt with; the Ambitious 
cre baulk'd in their Aims, and ſunk to 
© the Slaves to their Servants ; and the 
Indif- 
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Indifferent, and the Weak, and the Diſuni- 
ted, were broken to pieces, and thrown 
by, and deſpiſed. Only Some were in the 
Eyes of Men exalted and rewarded ; but 
in the Account of God, made uſe of a3 
his Scourges on the Wickedneſs of this 
Nation. In ſhort, you know, that after 
the Miſeries of a Civil War, which alone 
is a Puniſhment, our King was barb, 
rouſly murder d; the legal Government 
of the Kingdom totally aboliſh'd ; the 
Conſtitution of the Parliament broken to 
pieces; and Epiſcopacy roored out ; and 
this under the Pretence of Reſtraint and 
Reformation: and not any of thoſe De. 
fects remedy'd, nor Oppreſſions remoy'd, 
which had been the Reaſons given for 
all this Deſtruction; but continu'd and in 
creas'd, with this Aggravation, that they 
were manag d by our Fellow Subjects, with 
all the Irregularity and Confuſion, and Hu 
mour, and Cruelty poſſible. And now, 


III. When we look back to the 


Things, what End have we in it 2 15! 
that we may enflame Men to the fan 
Purpoſes and Deſigns ? Is it that we ms 
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arſe thoſe that had, and thoſe that had 
not a Hand in bringing theſe Miſeries on 
che Nation? Or is it, chat conſidering 
former Miſcarriages, and the juſt Judg- 
nent of God, we may for the Future 
kar Wiſdom. If this: there is Inſtru- 
gion lies before us in abundance. 
Things that have been are Enſamples and 
Admonitions to us ; and we may be 
warned by the ſad Effects, to avoid thoſe 
Sins which were the Cauſes of them. 
And this there is bur too great Occaſion 
w inculcate ; ſince Humane Nature is 
the ſame in all Ages, and that which 
hath been, ſhall be again under the Sun. 
We are told indeed by ſome, that we 
re already fallen under the Judgment of 
God, in that we have, with our Fathers, 
been guilty of the Sin of Rebellion; and 
that the Sorrow of this Day reptoaches 


Deliverance from Popery and Arbitrary 
Power, by the Arms of Reſiſtance un- 


der our great and glorious King William. 
And indeed the flight Covers and ſhuffling 
Defences of that Reſiſtance, have given but 
too great Countenance to this Accuſa- 


D tion. 
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us for the Joy that we expreſs, for our 
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tion. But, in plain Truth, If the Com: 
pariſon be juſt, and the Caſe the very 
ſame, it is they that object it, and not 
we, that are to take care of the Conſe. 
quence; and they can be no Friends to 
the Martyr of this Day, who will make 
his Murder as juſt as the Expulſion of 
his Son. We deny the Similitude, either 
in the Fault, or in the Recompence of it. 
If they will ſay that King Charles the Firſt 
had made as manifeſt a Breach on our 
Conſtitution by ſome illegal Acts, as the 
other did by diſpenſing with all our 
Laws: If they will ſay, that the Exor- 
bitances of a Court then ſettled by Lay, 
were as grievous as the ſame Court act. 
ing more exorbitantly, contrary to Lay; 
If they will ſay, that He gave no great. 
er Security, that ſuch Things ſhould no 
more be practis d than his Son did; and 


that his Religion would not permit him 


to give a real Security: If they will ſay, 
that thoſe who condemned him to Death 
took the loweſt Pledge they could for the 
Safety of their juſt Liberties : If the) 
will fay, that the Excluſion of the other 


by the Convention of the Nation, was 
the 
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the ſame thing with the Murder of his 


father by a few Miſcreants, againſt the 
Voice of the Nation, nay even of thoſe 
that are reproach d for it: If they will 
fay this, we are content then to bear 
what Reproach they can lay upon us. 
Bur We ſay, that as we have ſeen no- 
thing of the like Event, in the Deſtructi- 


on of our Government and Church, and 


in God's Judgments lying upon us in Con- 
fuſon and Tyranny ; but every thing go- 
ing happily and quietly as far as their 
Wickedneſs will ſuffer it: ſo we can ſee 
nothing of the Crime that ſhould deſerye 
thoſe Judgments in the Revolution it 
elf; tho' in our Ingratitude under the 
Bleſſings of it, we ſee very much. We 
fy, that it is lawful and honourable, to 
defend the Liberties of a Nation againſt 
any that ſhall attempt to deſtroy them; 
and to do whatever is neceſſary to that 
Defence; and that Liberty, without ſuch 
a Power of defending it, is nothing but 
a Word: And in this we have the Ac- 
knowledgment even of thoſe that may 
think the Laws have not expreſly pro- 
vided againſt ſuch Neceſſity: and if they 

D 2 will 
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in the Rebellion of thoſe that executed 
their King, let them look to it. We ab. 
hor the Charge.— But then, 

Thou art inexcuſable, O Man, that judg. 
eſt another, and thy ſelf doſt the ſame 
Things. We have ſeen with our own 
Eyes, a Rebellion; a Rebellion indeed 
raiſed againſt a Prince, who had never 
made the leaſt Incroachment on the Li- 
berties or Conſciences of his Subjects; 
carry d on in open Conjunction with the 
Enemies of our holy Religion; We have 
ſcen it enter d into, not only by thoſe 
whoſe Principles are conſiſtent with 
it, but againſt Oaths, and Principles, 
and Obligations, And are theſe the 
Men to accuſe others ? Thou that teach- 
oft that others ſhould not ſteal, doſt thou 
ſteal : > Thou that abhorreſt Diſloyalty, 
doſt thou commit Rebellion: But 
why do we ſpeak to thoſe who are the 

Enemics ,of our Conſtitution and Set- 
tlement 2 Tf thoſe who are its Friends, 
and wiſh well to it, will but learn that 
Wiſdam which the Faults and Miſerics 
of this Day teach them, we need not feat 


the 
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de Strength of others, which nothing 
yur our own Folly will make conſider- 
ble enough ro hurt us. We have not, 
am ſure, the leaſt Apprehenſion of thoſe 
Moyocations Which were unhappily laid 
n the way of our Forefathers. We have 
KN d fo far from deſiring to invade 
moſe Liberties, which are by Law not 
n his Power, that he hath been ever 
tender of thoſe that are: A KING that 


kfires we would only make him happy, 
and his Reign eaſy, by making our ſelves 
0; and that deſires all his Subjects, 
vithour Diſtinction, may enjoy the 
mits of that Government, that without 
Diſtinction they are hearty to main- 
tin, If we will all of us conſpire in 


al Stations, not our own, but the com- 
101 Good; What Happineſs may we not 
xpect for Generations to come, under 
hat Family, which God harh bleſs'd with 


in Encreaſe, to bleſs thoſe Generations. 
fall of us will reſolve not to envy and 
ex one another ; but ro join with, and 
rengthen the Hands of all that deſire 
he fame Things: If we will learn to 

be 


e ſame Deſign, and ſtudy in our ſeve- 
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be charitable to our ſmaller Differences in 
Matters of Religion, and receive all 3; 
Brethren, whom Chriſt receives, and x; 
Fellow Citizens, who are equally Friend 
to our Civil Government with us: Tf we 
will learn to be quiet, and contented in 
the Calling with which God hath called 
us; and not think more highly of ou 
ſelves than we ought to think: If we wil 
guard againſt thoſe Paſſions of Reſent. 
ment and Revenge, which when once let 
in, grow too ſtrong for rhe ſtrongeſt Un. 
derſtanding, and over-run even Principle 
and Honour, and Gratitude, and Intereſt: 
If we will carry in our Breaſts a kind Ac. 
knowledgment, and Senſe of that Prote. 
ction and Favour that we receive from the 
beſt of Governours : If we will be & 
actly true and faithful to the Intereſts of 
his Government: If we will avoid al 
Diſſenſions and Conteſts, all ambitious 
Struggles and envious Underminings, and 


with one Heart carry on theſe Intereſts: Ne 
If we will be active and zealous, honelt Wt: 


and ſincere in our Service; following n0-· 
thing but what is right and juſt, and ne- 
ver being aſham'd to deſert what hal 
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been falſe and miſtaken : If we will guard 
2gainſt all the Steps that may lead us in- 
to Danger before we perceive it: If with 


jon, which now expects its Proſperity, 
ye are quietly obedient to the Laws, and 
oyernment of it; conforming our Lives 
o that Rule, which our Spiritual Guides 
ut of the Goſpel teach us; and uniting 
ur Selves in the Bond of unfeigned Cha- 
ty to all our Chriſtian Brethren : As many 
u as are thus minded, Peace be on them, 
md Mercy on the Iſrael of God. 

If this Day be taught to inſtil contrary 
Thoughts into Us; and ſerve to whet our 
Paſſions againſt one Another: If this Day, 
hich, even if ir were not ſanctify d, ſhould 
all the Days in the Year, teach us Hu- 
nility and Condeſcenſion, Forbearance 
nd Forgiveneſs, Contentment and Quiet, 
ove and Peace; I ſay, If this Day ſhould 
e ſanctifyd into a Day of Pride and 
dtiffneſs; Impatience and Revenge, Hatred 
Ind Strife; theſe Abuſes muſt anſwer for 
e Wiſhes chat are complain d of: But if 
f Fe faſt in it to the Ends of Charity; zo 
deen 2 the heavy Burdens, and let the Op- 


preſſed 


his Heart for the Proſperity of this Na- 
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preſſed go free; and break every Toke : 


and to the Ends of Wiſdom, to kcep of 


frbm thoſe dangerous Rocks, on which 
our Veſſel hath been already daſh'd : Then 
may it for ever ſtand as a Memorial and 
Mark, to warn Men on one Side, againſt 
that Oppreſſion that makes even wil: 
Men mad: and on the other, again 
thoſe Paſſions that make even wiſe Men 
commit the greateſt Folly and Wicked: 
nets. 

J ſhall conclude with the Words of tht 
Apoſtle before and after my Text. Non 
theſe Things were our Faſamples, to the Intent 


alſo Iuſted : Neither be ye Idolaters, as wen 
ſome of them : Neither let us tempt Chril 
as foine of them alſo tempted : Neither mir 
mur ye, as ſome of them alſo murmurel 
Now all theſe Things happen d unto them ji 
Fajamples : and they are written for ur 
Armonition, upon whom the Fnds of tit 
World are come. Let him that think! 
he ſtandeth, take heed left he fall. 
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